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RECENT MEDIA: PATRICK J. KENNEDY IN THE NEWS 

 

Patrick Kennedy is at Home in New Jersey 

Princeton Magazine – Spring Cover Story, 2018 

The youngest son of Massachusetts Senator Ted Kennedy and Virginia Joan Kennedy, Patrick 

Kennedy has put down roots in Brigantine, New Jersey with his wife, Amy, and four children, 

Harper, Owen, Nora, and Nell. Amy is expecting their fifth child in May. A New Jersey native, 

Amy has more than 15 years’ experience working in New Jersey public schools and is the 

education director of The Kennedy Forum.  

 

Holes in federal law to protect insurance coverage put mentally ill at risk, advocates say 

Chicago Tribune – April 5, 2018 

To Patrick Kennedy, founder of the Kennedy Forum, an advocacy group that seeks to end mental 

health and addiction stigma and discrimination, the report shows that implementation of the 

parity law has fallen short. “The reason for the law was that there was an historic disregard for 

people with these illnesses because they were seen as moral failings rather than medical issues,” 

said Kennedy, a former Democratic congressman from Rhode Island who became an outspoken 

mental health advocate after his own experience with drug and alcohol addiction. 

 

How effective is President Trump's approach to the opioid epidemic? 

MSNBC – March 20, 2018 

As President Trump prepares to make a speech outlining his plan to combat the opioid epidemic, 

former Democratic Congressman Patrick Kennedy and MSNBC's Jacob Soboroff weigh in on 

what the plan has, and what it's missing. 

 

Q&A: What Should We Be Doing About the Opioid Crisis? 

WebMD – March 14, 2018 

Former Congressman Patrick Kennedy has been a key voice in the national debate about the 

opioid epidemic. A recovering addict himself, the Democrat from the legendary Kennedy 

political family has called for policy and financial commitments from the federal government to 

help fight the problem. Kennedy has also tried to draw the connection between addiction and 

mental health. While in the U.S. House of Representatives, Kennedy sponsored legislation that 

requires insurance companies to treat mental illness, depression, and addiction the same as they 

treat illnesses of the body. The bill, known as the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity 

Act, was signed into law in 2008. 

 

CNN takes a historical look at the Kennedy family in new six-part series 

Chicago Sun Times – March 10, 2018 

In the Trump era, the story of the Kennedys has never seemed so distant or, one family member 

believes, more urgent to tell. “It’s important for people to know that there is another way,” said 

former U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy, son of the late Sen. Edward Kennedy. “What people 
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understand to be the paradigm of today, that doesn’t have to be the narrative for our country.” 

 

Patrick Kennedy calls for more action to end opioid crisis 

Fox News – January 26, 2018 

Former congressman speaks out on 'The Story.' 

 

Senate panel holds hearing on opioid crisis 

MSNBC – January 25, 2018 

Patrick J. Kennedy speaks to MSNBC's Katy Tur about administration’s lack of resources given 

to fight the opioid crisis.  

  

Patrick Kennedy Sees More Talk Than Action in Mental Health Coverage and Parity 

Manage Care – January 1, 2018 

Insurers are playing ‘small ball’ and not showing leadership, says the former congressman. And 

some ‘spin-dry’ inpatient providers are doing more harm than good in combating the opioid 

epidemic. Meanwhile, Kennedy, who chronicled his own harrowing mental health and addiction 

struggles in a 2015 memoir, says he has been sober for more than six years. 

 

White House opioid crisis commission releases final report 

CBS News – November 1, 2017 

Former Rhode Island congressman Patrick Kennedy, a member of the commission, told CBS 

News after the event that he had hoped the report would have "made a strong play for insurance 

coverage for all" but that the commission was limited by the confines of the president's policies. 

The Trump administration supported a health care bill to replace the Affordable Care Act put 

forward by Senate Republicans over the summer that would have made deep cuts to Medicaid. 

  

 

RECENT OP-EDS 

 

Addiction treatment shouldn’t be exclusive to the rich 

The Hill – April 9, 2018 

Recently, President Trump signed the Omnibus Spending Bill, which will keep the government 

funded through the end of September. Bipartisan negotiations led to more than $3 billion in 

funding to address the opioid crisis. $2.55 billion of that is new funding. There is also a broad 

package of opioid-related legislation being considered in Congress that contains much-needed 

policy solutions. While I strongly commend members of Congress for making substantive efforts 

to address the greatest public health crisis of our time, one thing is still missing from the 

Omnibus Spending Bill and all of the bills under consideration: parity enforcement. 

 

Overdose death drops when addiction treatment is offered after jail time 

The Hill – March 2, 2018 

Finally, some good news to share in the fight to curb our nation’s opioid overdose crisis. A 

promising initiative is being implemented in an unlikely place: the Rhode Island Department of 

Corrections. 

 

Medication and other tangible solutions offer hope in combating opioid epidemic 

http://video.foxnews.com/v/5720419205001/?#sp=show-clips
http://video.foxnews.com/v/5720419205001/?#sp=show-clips
http://us.wildmoka.com/c/clip/DlMsT
http://us.wildmoka.com/c/clip/DlMsT
https://www.managedcaremag.com/archives/2018/1/parity-advocate-sees-more-talk-action
https://www.managedcaremag.com/archives/2018/1/parity-advocate-sees-more-talk-action
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/white-house-opioid-crisis-commission-releases-final-report/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/white-house-opioid-crisis-commission-releases-final-report/
http://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/381981-addiction-treatment-shouldnt-be-exclusive-to-the-rich
http://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/381981-addiction-treatment-shouldnt-be-exclusive-to-the-rich
http://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/376495-overdose-deaths-drops-when-addiction-treatment-is-offered-after-jail-time
http://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/376495-overdose-deaths-drops-when-addiction-treatment-is-offered-after-jail-time
http://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/369192-medication-and-other-tangible-solutions-offer-hope-in-combating-opioid


 3 

The Hill – January 18, 2018 

If nearly 175 Americans died from a preventable disaster each day, public outcry would force 

immediate government action. Congress and the White House would make whatever policy 

changes were necessary, and provide the proper funding to identify solutions. 

 

One must-do fix for addressing the opioid epidemic 

New York Post – November 5, 2017 

Fifty-six years ago, President John F. Kennedy challenged our country to land on the moon, 

which led to technological breakthroughs improving health, including the CAT scan and 

programmable pacemakers. Today, we should embrace new technologies to improve mental 

health and treat addiction with the same sense of urgency. 

 

 

RECENT PODCASTS 

 

Freedom Writers Podcast Series Featuring Patrick J. Kennedy  

April 9, 2018 

Hosted by renowned educator Erin Gruwell, featuring stories from Freedom Writers, Freedom 

Writer Teachers, and special guest speakers. In episode two, Erin shares her inspiring 

conversation with former Congressman Patrick Kennedy. Patrick opens up about what it was like 

growing up in the Kennedy family and how he discovered his calling in politics; he shares 

personal experiences from his childhood, including how his mother and grandmother suffered 

from alcoholism and depression; then, Patrick tells the stirring story of his own struggle with 

addiction and mental illness, addressing common stumbling blocks and expounding on his fight 

for mental health parity today. 

 

 

COVERAGE OF RECENT SPEAKING EVENTS 

 

Patrick Kennedy talks mental health, gun control and college life at Vanderbilt 

WKRN – March 13, 2018 

On the night before the one-month anniversary of the Florida school shootings, Vanderbilt 

University hosted former U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy to talk about mental health. Kennedy, the 

youngest child of Massachusetts Sen. Ted Kennedy, is a leading advocate for mental health, 

having struggled with bipolar disorder and an addiction to prescription painkillers, himself. 

 

Patrick Kennedy Highlights DU’s Work to Redefine Mental Health 

University of Denver News – February 27, 2018 

The Graduate School of Professional Psychology is changing the ways we treat and talk about 

mental health. 

 

Video of Patrick J. Kennedy presentation at Spokane Community Health Forum 

January 31, 2018 

Patrick J. Kennedy lead The Spokane Community Health Forum with his keynote address 

entitled ‘Making Mental Health Essential Health.” 
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Patrick Kennedy to speak in Spokane about mental health and addiction treatment 

The Spokesman-Review – January 30, 2018 

Patrick Kennedy thinks Spokane is doing a lot right when it comes to mental health care. But 

there’s still a long way to go. “The Greater Spokane area, Montana, Eastern Washington suicide 

rate is dramatically higher than even the national rate,” he said. “That is impacting our young 

people so much so that it’s, along with the overdose crisis, resulting in a lower lifetime 

expectancy for all Americans.” 

 

Patrick Kennedy opens up about family's struggle with mental illness ahead of CofC speech 

ABC News 4 – October 10, 2017 

Former Congressman Patrick Kennedy is in the Lowcountry this week, preparing to speak 

Wednesday at the College of Charleston about mental health issues -- issues all too personal for 

Kennedy and his prominent family. 

 
Visit Patrick J. Kennedy’s online Press Room to see recent event press releases and media 

advisories.  
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COVERAGE OF THE KENNEDY FORUM 2018 ANNUAL MEETING 

 
 

 
 

  

Michael Phelps: 'I am extremely thankful that I did not take my life' 

CNN – January 20, 2018 

Far from the familiar waters of an Olympic pool, swimmer Michael Phelps shared the story of 

his personal encounter with depression at a mental health conference in Chicago this week. "You 

do contemplate suicide," the winner of 28 Olympic medals told a hushed audience at the fourth 

annual conference of the Kennedy Forum, a behavioral health advocacy group. 

 

Michael Phelps: Helping others with depression "light years better" than Olympic gold 

CBS News – January 17, 2018 

Hoping to help others who have struggled with depression, Olympic champion Michael Phelps 

on Tuesday spoke about how had thoughts of suicide at the height of his record-setting career, 

and how helping others battle their own depression has been better than any gold medal, CBS 

Chicago reports. He spoke at The Kennedy Forum in Chicago on Tuesday as part of a national 

summit focusing on depression, addiction, and other mental health issues. 

 

Common talks about new show 'The Chi,' Kennedy Forum and Chicago's new class of superstars 

Fox 32 – January 17, 2018 

Chicago-native rapper and actor Common sits down with FOX 32's Brittney Payton to talk about 

a host of things going on in the Windy City. 

 

Watch a livestream version of The Kennedy Forum 2018 Annual Meeting here.  
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